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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN DEFENSE MINISTRY INVESTIGATING ALLEGED 
BRIBES BY LOCKHEEL AIRCRAFT OFFICIALS 

SUMMARY. CARACAS PRESS REPORTS THAT LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT 
ATTEMPTED TO BRIBE GOV OFFICIALS. GOV SPOKESMAN HAS 
RESPONDED THAT PURCHASES FROM LOCKHEED WERE CARRIED OUT 
IN STRICTLY LEGAL FASHION. VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE OFFICER 
INVESTIGATING BRIBERY CHARGES HAS INFORMED EMBASSY DEFENSE 
ATTACHE THAT VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE HAS YET TO UNCOVER ANY 
WRONGDOING. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . CARACAS DAILY EL NACIONAL ON FEBRUARY 9 GAVE FRONT- 
PAGE COVERAGE TO AP REPORT FROM BOGOTA THAT 
ACCORDING TO LOCKHEED "DOCUMENTS" PUBLISHED IN COLOMBIAN 
NEWSPAPER EL TIEMPO, LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION HAS USED 
BRIBES IN AN EFFORT TO SELL VARIOUS AIRCRAFT TO THE 
VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE. ACCORDING TO THE AP REPORT. THESE 
"DOCUMENTS" REVEALED THAT THE COMPANY GAVE VENEZUELAN 
LT. COL. J.M. LAURENTIN AND HIS FAMILY AN ALL-EXPENSES- 

PAID TRIP TO DISNEY WORLD. 
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2. THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY JOURNAL ON FEBRUARY 10 ADDED 
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THAT THE VENEZUELAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HAD INSTIGATED 
AN INVESTIGATION INTO THESE ALLEGED BRIBES. THE DAILY JOURNAL 
QUOTED SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENCY SCHACHT AS STATING, 

"AS FAR AS I KNOW AND ACCORDING TO INFORMATION I HAVE OBTAINED, 

THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT HAS PURCHASED ONLY 
HERCULES PLANES FROM THAT AMERICAN COMPANY, AN OPERATION 
THAT WAS CARRIED OUT UNDER STRICT FULFILLMENT OF LEGAL 
NORMS." 

3. A KNOWLEDGEABLE SENIOR VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE OFFICER 
INFORMED EMBASSY DEFENSE ATTACHE ON FEBRUARY 9 THAT 
THE VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE WAS INVESTIGATING THESE 

CHARGES, BUT THAT THERE APPEARED TO BE NO EVIDENCE OF WRONGDOING. 

ACCORDING TO THIS VENEZUELAN SOURCE, COL. LAURENTIN 

HAD ONLY BEEN INVITED TO JOIN A GROUP OF LOCKHEED 

EMPLOYEES WHO WERE ALREADY SCHEDULED TO VISIT DISNEY 

WORLD ON A COMPANY-SPONSORED TRIP. THIS VENEZUELAN 

OFFICER SAW NOTHING UNUSUAL OR ILLEGAL ABOUT LAURENTIN'S 

ACCEPTANCE OF THIS INVITATION. 

4. COMMENT: ONLY SALE OF LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT HERE IN RECENT 
YEARS WAS GOV PURCHASE OF SIX C-130H "HERCULES" AIR TRANSPORTS. 

GOV BOUGHT FOUR OF THESE IN 1971, THE REMAINING TWO IN 

1975. 

5. HOPEFULLY SCHACHT'S STATEMENT WILL PREVENT BRIBERY 
ALLEGATION ISSUE FROM BUDDING INTO A MAJOR PUBLIC SCANDAL. 
EMBASSY WILL REPORT PROMPTLY ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

END COMMENT. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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